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It is crucial to eliminate all existing vegetation and reduce the weed seed bank. Proper site preparation will give the native plants with slower establishment times an advantage 
to out-compete fast-growing weeds. It is much easier to put time and e�ort into proper site preparation than to deal with overwhelming weed competition later. Any of the 
following SITE PREPARATION METHODS may be used:

• Sod Removal: A sod removal tool slices o� the top few inches of grass and soil. Results vary. There may be unwanted, dormant weed seed in the soil beneath the sod.

• Smothering or Solarization: Covering the soil surface for an extended period will kill unwanted plants underneath due to heat and/or lack of light. Intervals of 4 to 5 weeks 
�on� and 1 to 2 weeks �o�� can allow multiple waves of weed seeds to germinate before being killed during the following cycle of smothering. Some weeds need to be covered for 
two years. Smothering a lawn takes less time; it usually can be killed in two months by a close mowing before covering.

• Repeated, Shallow Soil Cultivation: An option for larger sites, usually with a tractor and disc. Soil disturbance exposes weed seeds; the weed growth is then tilled under.
Repeat many times.

• Herbicide Treatments: We at Prairie Moon are proud of our organic farming legacy, but we also view the responsible and judicious use of herbicides as an e�ective tool for 
establishing native ecosystems. Repeated use of herbicide is most e�ective over a full growing season.

• Mowing and/or Burning: Depending on the existing vegetation, this can sometimes be su�cient. SEARCH �SITE PREP� AT PRAIRIEMOON.COM
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1st YEAR WEED CONTROL:

Maintenance mowing through the �rst growing season will prevent quick-growing 
weeds from excessively shading the new native seedlings. Hand-held string 
trimmers are ideal tools for small areas or sites that are too steep to mow.

Mow each time weed growth reaches 8-10 inches. Cut everything to a height of 
4-5 inches. Don�t worry about trimming the tops of native seedlings or crushing 
them underfoot. Mow frequently to keep cutting debris reduced so that it doesn�t 
smother desirable seedlings.

Stop mowing at the end of the �rst season. Remove any weed seedheads but don�t 
be concerned with additional vegetative growth. It can help protect native plants 
through winter by providing plant litter and catching snow. Which helps insulate 
the soil. This reduces the risk of plant loss from frost heaving.

If weeds are thick in the beginning of the second season, mow or spot-mow once 
or twice. Raise the cutting height to 6-12 inches.

LONG-TERM MANAGEMENT: 
After two or three growing seasons, most native plantings need to be 
burned annually for the next �ve or more years to become well established. 
If a planting is not periodically burned, a thatch layer can build up over the years, 
causing some native species to grow poorly or even to die out completely.

After �ve years, divide the area into thirds and burn a di�erent section each year. This 
protects over-wintering insects. Burning is the single most important management 
practice for native plantings. Always use caution and common-sense when burning. 
Follow local �re regulations, obtain permits, and have plenty of tools and help on 
hand. 

If burning is not permitted at your site, or if you prefer not to use this method, you can 
mow or manually remove thatch in early spring.
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